
Riding the wave of transformation in scholarly

communication and open access

Prof Virginia Barbour
Director, Open Access Australasia
Co-Lead Office for Scholarly Communication, QUT
@ginnybarbour

ALIA HLA 2022 Conference



A diverse membership

30 universities across Australia & Aotearoa New Zealand

Creative Commons Australia, Tohatoha Aotearoa Commons,

Australian Library and Information Association, Australian Digital 

Alliance, Wikimedia Australia, Australian Citizen Science Association

Principles

● equity in scholarly communications, to access & publish research

● diverse ecosystem of open access approaches

● integrity and quality in research

● maximisation of the impact of research

● appropriate and respectful use of Indigenous knowledges

● retention of rights by authors or their institutions

https://oaaustralasia.org/



What we do:

advocacy, collaboration 

(nationally and globally) raising 

awareness and capacity building 

for open access an open 

science in Australasia



We're in exciting and important times



International initiatives



COVID as a driver of open



The next imperative for 

open access



The UNESCO Open 

Science Recommendation: 

an important step forward



Policy in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand is in one direction

Australia’s Chief Scientist, Dr Cathy Foley, has named Open Access as one of 

the key pillars of her strategic work plan, and is the government's champion for 

Open Access in Australia.

National Health and Medical Research Council - NHMRC

2022 open access policy update “making publicly-funded research available as 

soon as possible supports knowledge sharing and rapid innovation. It also 

advances human health in Australia and globally, as witnessed during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Office of the Prime Minister’s Chief Science Advisor, Aotearoa New Zealand 

“Making academic research free to read is good for everyone, from researchers, 

innovators and policymakers to the New Zealand public – and it’s the right thing 

to do.” 



https://oaaustralasia.org/2021/10/12/connecting-the-dots-20-years-of-open-in-australia/



https://oaaustralasia.org/2022/02/16/connecting-the-dots-20-years-of-open-in-aotearoa/



Even (especially!) in a revolution, 

details matter



Open access is more than free access

Open Access 

= 

immediate free access

+

retention of copyright by author

+

reuse rights

+

author attribution rights

+

permanent archiving and linking



PERMANENTLY IDENTIFIED OBJECTS 

LINKED TO THE RESEARCHERS

IN OPEN SITES 

IN HUMAN AND MACHINE READABLE FORMATS

LINKED TO RELATED OBJECTS

WITH CLEAR REUSE RIGHTS

COVID-19 made the 
case for immediate 
free access, reuse
rights, and 
interoperable
formats that support 
seamless sharing 
and collaboration



In an innovation ecosystem, metadata and linking are crucial

Preprints

Experimentation in 
peer review

Linking to 
repositories

Data availability and 
sharing

Multiple routes 
for dissemination



Initiatives 

announced just 

this week



The future must be also be built on 

principles and values
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Discussion welcome!

https://www.curlygirldesign.com/products/better-boat-card


